
CURRICULUM AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
MEETING MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 8, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting began at 4:30 p.m. 

 
ATTENDANCE 

Present: Ben Kirby, Lisa Kudwa, Margaret Fallow, Eric Kennedy, Mary Smothers, Monica Zuzow,                                 
Terry McCreight, Katherine Barnes, Brian Toth, Brittany Smithkort 

 
Absent:   Karen Fisher, Lisa Welch, Kathleen Harmon, Sarah Jones, Ray Metcalf, Dawn Martin 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were none. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 Proposed New High School Course Offerings for 2019-20 

o Literature in Film – Brittany Smithkort gave details on how the course would be taught.  

There should not be any additional costs for staffing and very little cost for curriculum 

needs.  It will be offered to 11th & 12th graders, with priority given to seniors.  It will be a full 

year course, expected to launch in the 2019-20 school year.  It is estimated that there will be 

1-2 sections of Literature in Film offered at each high school. 

 

 Proposed New Middle School Course Offerings for 2019-20: 

o Media & Communications (replacing Performing Arts) – Mrs. Kudwa explained the three 

components of this 8th grade course.  This would include creating video announcements, 

creating an online news site for students, and a yearbook unit.  She clarified that the 

Yearbook Club would still exist.  Students could participate in both, but they would not be 

required to take Media & Communication to participate in the Yearbook Club.   There should 

be no additional costs for staff.  It will be a semester course, with the possibility of 1-2 

sections at each middle school. 

 

o Leadership – Mr. Toth, Principal of Centennial Middle School, described the new proposed 

middle school Leadership course.  It would be an elective course offered to 8th graders and 

possibly 7th graders, if space was available.  There would be no additional costs for materials 

and staff has already been trained in teaching Leadership from their WEB training.  It would 

be an expansion to the WEB Leaders Program that is currently mentoring the incoming 6th 

graders at each middle school.  

 

 

 



 ALICE Video for Middle and High School Students: 

o Mr. Kirby shared the video that will be shown to secondary students.  There will be a 

district-wide drill on Nov. 19, 2018.  Drills will be different at each level.  Elementary 

students will have a lockdown, while secondary students will have a more involved drill.  The 

district plans to send out a Skylert to inform the parents about the upcoming drill.  There 

was discussion about linking the video to the Skylert that would be sent out to the families 

of middle & high schools students.  There was a concern about students knowing the 

difference between an intruder in the building vs. a soft lockdown or shelter-in-place.  Mrs. 

Kudwa will follow up with that particular building where the concern was raised. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 Logo/Slogan 

o Discussions occurred regarding the options and timeline for the slogan/logo update.  It was 

determined to table the topic until after Jan. 1, 2019. 

OTHER  

 Speech Class 

o Mrs. Fallow shared that she had been asked why South Lyon Schools does not require 

students to take a Speech Class.  Mrs. Kudwa explained that speech is embedded into each 

of the ELA classes based on the standards set forth by the state.  She also clarified that 

teachers follow the standards when developing the courses. 

 

 Transportation 

o There was a question about what does it mean to “double-up” and was there a better way 

to communicate to parents when we have bussing issues?  Mr. Kirby said that he had 

recently spoken to the Transportation Department.  They are in the process of reviewing the 

routes and tracking student ride counts. They are investigating a possible transportation 

app, so parents can track where their student’s bus is at during the route. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 There were none. 

 

FUTURE MEETING DATES 

 Dates were discussed.   
o December 6 (North Conference Room) 
o January 10 
o February 7  
o March 14 
o April 11 
o April 25  
o May 9 

ADJOURN 

Meeting adjourned at 5:54 p.m. 


